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Summary 


The Gasland Documentary shows the continued environmental degradation by the gas and mineral exploring companies in 32 States. The use of inappropriate technology that includes Hydraulic Flacking Method to drill the underground mineral resources has been a major cause of underground drinking water. Further, the flacking method requires the use of 596 chemicals and fracking fluids that is drill underground causing interference in the earth’s crust and subsequent contamination of the water. Unfortunately, the government agencies including parliamentary watchdog committees have failed to acknowledge the actual threats that continued reliance on Hydraulic Flacking Technology poses toward nature. 

The activist, Mr. Josh Fox, reveals the tactical approach that the government agencies and exploring companies have adopted to deny public from accessing accurate facts about the extent of underground water contamination. First, the Parliamentary Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral has been misrepresented in the report, which describes the discovery of natural gases as a real game-changer for the country’s economic growth. The report describes the endowment of the natural resource as a “virtual ocean of natural gas” likely to enhance the company’s economic progress. Another tactic used to prevent public from accessing accurate information about the extent of environmental degradation was to avoid interviews. 

On the contrary, the extent of water contamination had started to emerge in early 1972. Popular musical groups including Pit-figure Band began to create an awareness about the need for the citizen to preserve the environment. However, the energy regulatory agency continued to deny the claim about underground water contamination in Pennsylvania. Therefore, the use of state agencies and tactical collusion by the oil-exploring companies to deny the extent of environmental degradation has been a core cause of increased activism since 1972 to the current era. 
List five of the most important aspects demonstrating arts and activism:

1. The use of a performance-art activism (Harvie, 2015)
2. Use of dialogue in the films to document different opinions among the victims of water contamination

3. Imagining of change by the activists that is evident by the use of music band to instill changes among the New York residents

4. Josh Fox engages a citizen investigation process to unravel the extent of underground water contamination by interviewing victims and requesting for a face-to-face interview with the companies involved in exploration 
5. Use of time-space to demonstrate the changes evident since 1972 to the current year 

Explain why these were selected 

1. Performance Art Activism

i. The use of a performance-art activism is an approach that facilitates an activist to evoke emotions from the audience because it involves dramatization of critical events.
ii. The Gasland Documentary dramatizes the changes in the environment to reveal the extent of degradation when the commentator depicts his family building their homestead and the young Josh Fox enjoying the surrounding stream of clean water.

iii. Therefore, the viewers can relate to the detrimental contamination and support the quest to advocate for accountability among the responsible companies  
2. Use of Dialogue 

i. The film begins with a discussion involving the parliamentary subcommittee on energy and the representative of oil exploring company where the latter portrays a positive impression about the oil and mineral exploration sector in the country
ii. Artistically, Mr. Josh Fox criticizes deliberation because it lacks representative of the victims by engaging in a civil investigation to document a contrary opinion from the representatives of the oil-exploring companies 
3. Imaging Change 

i. The documentary aims to foster changes among the viewers because it shows an alternative perspective contrary to the views of the government and oil exploring companies. 
ii. For instance, the representative of the 30 members of Interstate National Oil Corporation reveals the current forms of regulations and technology that regard to the oil and gas exploration are sufficient, which require no further legislation. 
iii. On the contrary, the film depicts a different reality because residents of Pennsylvania have experience contamination of the underground water reservoirs, which depicts inadequacies in the use of the hydraulic fracking method to extract natural gases in the region. 

4. Citizen Investigation

i. The use of a citizen investigation is an attribute of activism that seeks to counteract misrepresentation and facts by the activists. 

ii. Usually, government misuses the state resources to misrepresent facts as evident in the enactment of the Energy Bill of 2005 that exempts the oil and gas exploration against compliance with the Clean Water Act of 1972. 

iii. Therefore, Mr. Josh Fox engages in a citizen investigation by visiting the affected areas that include Oklahoma and Pennsylvania to document the contamination of the underground water reservoirs. 

iv. The new evident helps to counteract the misrepresentation by the representatives, which indicated that the companies engaging in gas exploration commit to enhance the environment   

5. Time-Space 

i. The film has a time space that spans from 1972 to 2005 as the current year, which is appropriate to document the extent of environmental degradation originating from inadequacies in the use of the hydraulic flacking method and legislation to enhance natural gas and oil exploration in the country. 
ii. In 1972, Mr. Josh Fox depicts a serene environment that engulfed his homestead because of the existing numerous streams of rivers that snaked through their homestead
iii. However, the discovery and exploration of the “ocean of natural resources” have failed to protect the environment nor accord the country the aspired economic prosperity 
iv. Inequality in income distribution has emerged as big cities including New York continue to erect large skyscrapers while citizens in other areas lack basic amenities because of contributed contamination of underground water. 

The impact of this work of art

A 10/out of 10 is a rational rate for the Gasland Documentary because it merits in agitating for changes in the use of the hydraulic fracking method to extract natural gases because of the continued contamination of the underground water. Further, the film utilizes critical aspects of art and activism to enhance the achievement of the goal. For instance, the use of performance art that is evident in a dramatized happy family moment in 1970 elicits commensurate emotions from the viewers. The viewers can relate to the changes in the environment because continued exploration has led to water contamination, which is an essential amenity necessary to improve the living standard of an individual. Moreover, the use of citizen investigation practice merits because it provides solid evident critical toward evoking adequate emotions from the viewers and contradicts the misrepresentative opinions from the oil-exploring companies, which seeks to protect their personal interest. 
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